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A CALL FOR URBAN CLIMATE ACTION
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How do urban areas contribute to Climate 
Change challenges?

+12,500 cities have committed 

to reducing GHG emissions and 
adapting to climate change

Two-thirds of NDCs have 

urban content 

GHG emissions in cities could be 

reduced by almost 90% by 

2050 with technically feasible 

and available measures

Only around 10% of climate 

investments reach the local level

Around 65% of the 169 targets of 

the 17 SDGs cannot be achieved 

without the engagement of local and 
regional governments

Just 21% of climate finance goes 

towards adaptation and resilience 

(equivalent to USD 16.7 billion 
annually)
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Climate Challenges At A Glance Within Cities

Inter-connected risk drivers create an urban landscape of 
multiple shocks, pressures, and increased vulnerabilities.  

Over-saturated urban systems level. Many cities face 
vulnerabilities in terms of water, food, health, energy, and 
ecosystems as well as climate and conflict-driven urban 
migration.

Rapid urbanization has increased this exposure and 
vulnerability to climate risk.

Limited and a lack of coordination of knowledge sharing on 
climate hazard  and actions between sectors and 
institutions

Significant gaps persist in terms of local capacities, 
inclusive and integrated risk reduction strategies as well as 
access to data and finance
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A Call to Urban Climate Action in 
the Asia-Pacific Region

▪ Cities catalyse  the main climatic challenges
-Heatwaves, rainfalls, floods
-Heat stress due to heat islands, air 

pollution 
=> Increase the vulnerabilities e.g in informal
settlements, secondary cities
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UN HABITAT’s APPROACH

7



UN-HABITAT Approach To Climate Change and Urban 
Environment 

8   |   Presentation of UN Habitat ROAP Strategy on Climate Action

Expertise
❖ Advisory support on urban climate 

action and biodiversity-related policy 
advisory services at national and local 
levels –linking into global (CoP) 
processes. 

❖ Technical assistance on climate action 
plans and implementation work at all 
scales (national to city, district level)

❖ Work with a Community approach (200 
communities and informal settlements 
in the region)

❖ Strengthen capacities and raising 
awareness

❖ Build partnerships (network of cities, 
with academia 

❖ Support countries, cities, and local 
governments in accessing finance for 
climate action. 

Strategy

Goal: Foster urban and climate sustainability principles
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Low-carbon Resilient Nature-positive Fair, equitable, and 
inclusive

Multi-level governance 
and climate planning

Integrated Locally-led and 
culture-positive

Circular Financing-enabling Health-promoting

Aligned with Specific Priorities
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The Participatory Approach  As Key For Inclusive 
and Sustainable Plans
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INTEGRATING THE CLIMATE CHANGE 
APPROACH IN URBAN CONTEXTS
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Adopt Guiding Principles 

Intro?
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Surface Temperature 
hazard

Natural and 
urban ecosystems

Flood 
hazard

Urban Development 
Growth Trends

City Level District to 
Neighborhood levels

Evidence-based Approach: Spatial & Understanding the Situation

Assessment of 
climate risks

• Slow and sudden 
on-set hazards

• Covering different 
spatial scales

• Current and 
future risks 
incorporating 
urban 
development 
growth trends 
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Promoting
public open green 
spaces

Redesigning 
Streetscapes

Heat adaptive 
built 
environment

Climate resilient and 
adaptive districts and 
buildings

Encouraging non-
motorised 
mobility

Safeguarding 
key 
infrastructure

Developing institutional 
capacities for effective 
climate action

Evidence Based Approach Spatial & Forward Looking

Climate adaptation 
strategies 

Adaptation strategies to 
address current and 
future climate risks
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Building A Resilient System And Governance
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Up-scaling Guidelines And Tools
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UN HABITAT – SAMPLE CLIMATE ACTION 
PROJECTS IN THE REGION
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Sinking Cities Programme

✓ To provide a better understanding of the issues 
of land subsidence in the region’s sinking cities, 
provide a platform for exchange among cities 
facing similar challenges, 

✓ To identify technical and capacity needs of 
sinking cities, 

✓ To share best practices and resources 
available in the region. 

18   |   Regional Portfolio

2023-ONGOING

Bangkok, Dhaka, Ho 
Chi Minh City, 

Jakarta, Karachi, 
Manila, Mumbai, 

Shanghai, and 
Tianjin

LOCATIONDATE PARTNERS

ESCAP
SEI Stockholm

Expert Group
ESCAP 
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Global Alliance for Building and Construction
19

”A better quality of life for 
all in an urbanizing world.”

✓ Umbrella or meta-platform
✓ to reach NDC, NAP and SDG targets in 

decarbonizing the building and construction 
sector. 

✓ Country assessment of the construction sector 
(Strategic priorities, Spatial and Urban Panning, 
New Buildings, Existing Buildings and the 
Construction Supply Chain )

✓ A roadmap outlining the actions and 
recommendations to mitigate the gaps and 
challenges identified in the Country assessment

19   |   Regional Portfolio

2020-on 

going 

Sri Lanka
Bangladesh, 

Ghana 
Senegal

LOCATION
DATE

PARTNERS

UNEP
UNOPS
And others

Workshop with
the 
government
authorities, 
2024



Plastic Smart and Waste Wise Cities in South East Asia and 
South Asia for an inclusive and circular economy 

✓ Build capacity on evidence-based solid waste management action 
planning of the cities involved in Asia at municipalities, local 
communities scales, specially with the informal sector

✓ Promotion of sustainable circularity of low-value waste plastics 
through the application of frontier and emerging technologies and 
Social Inclusion through trained and recruited informal    workers  and  
elaboration of City plans

22/07/2021
-

09/04/2026

DNA, EAWAG, RWA, 
UNEP, University of 
Leeds, WasteAware/ 
Bamboo House India, 
Rhino Machines Pvt. 
Ltd. Urban Local Body 

South-East Asia 
(Indonesia, 
Philippines, 

Thailand, Viet Nam) 
and South Asia 

(India)

LOCATIONDATE PARTNERS
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City level support

- Disaster response Strategies and plans

-Mainstreaming into existing plans

-Support priority sectors / communities

-Linking cities to finance

National Policies / Multilevel 

Governance

-Urban Policies/ DRM strategies 

-Climate Change Policies

-National standards 

Partnerships / knowledge 

management

-Joint programming

-Capacity Development / Advocacy

-Thematic communities of practice
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UN- Habitat Normative Tools
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CONCLUSION
CORE MESSAGES FOR FUTURE CLIMATE 
LEADERS

22



14   | AIT EEM 60th Anniversary

dream big and 
take risks
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Thank You

UN-HABITAT HQ
unhabitat-info@un.org

UN –HABITAT- ROAP
habitat.fukuoka@un.org

UN-HABITAT-Bangkok Office Programme 
habitatbkk@un.org
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